Race Report

Course, age group, field size and even weather all set records at Stone Steps 50k on October 21, 2007.  Jay Smithberger rarely slowed down at the aid station on the multi-loop technical trail, cruising to a new course record of 4:31:05, beating Tom Possert’s old record by thirteen minutes.  Stephen Luckey and Michael Rioux finished in second and third, breaking five hours as well.

Pre-race favorite, Kim Martin, set the women’s course record of 5:12:48, breaking the old record by thirty minutes.  Linda Keueneke and Ellen Erhardt finished second and third.

Six age group records were set on the very fast course conditions.  Even a new record high of 80 degrees was set for this date in Cincinnati.  We had a record field size and the most finishers ever, which included runners from nine states.
Another contributing factor to a fast course was the brand new bridge built on the trail with proceeds from this race.  The Cincinnati Park Board worked hard all summer to clear all the blow downs off the course and make trail improvements.   The well-marked trail kept the runners on course, especially through the arboretum section on the small loop.
Hand-crafted ceramic awards went to the first three finishers as well as the age group winners.  Cash awards went to the race winners plus the course record setters.  The North Face provided two winner packages to round out the awards.  Our sponsors also provided many door prizes, and the race directors paid for a mini subscription to Marathon & Beyond for each registered runner.

New this year was a pre-race pasta dinner and gourmet soups at the race, catered by Heather Poast, who also ran in the race.  Volunteers and other sponsors help make Stone Steps 50k a quality event, and we hope the runners return to Cincinnati on October 19, 2008.
